Effects of Weather Concept map

The activity is a concept map designed for KS3 but could be use with KS4. It examines the problems caused with heavy snow fall and uses the January 2003 snow showers to the north east of London as its example. 

I also brought in story telling (or mind movies) into the lesson as a starter, encouraging the idea of empathy. For various articles on the story go to;

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=%2Fnews%2F2003%2F02%2F02%2Fnsnow02.xml 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2003/01/31/ncold31.xml 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,3604,886208,00.html 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,3604,886170,00.html 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/weather/Story/0,2763,886522,00.html 

(One of these has been included below). 

1. Then I handed out A3 sheets of paper to the groups before giving them the statement. 

2. Then I explained that they had to put in a logical order and see where they interlink, sticking them onto a piece of paper and drawing arrows between them.

3. As an extension task the pupils had to come up with any more statements of their own to add to the diagram if they had finished.

Please find the statements on page 2 and a copy of the story from the Guardian on page 3.

	CARS RAN OUT

OF PETROL
	CARS COULDN’T

MOVE

	CARS WERE INVOLVED

IN ACCIDENTS
	IT BECAME VERY

COLD AND WINDY

	THE MET OFFICE WARNED OF ARTIC WEATHER CONDITIONS
	HELICOPTERS WERE SCRAMBLED

TO DROP FOOD PARCELS

	12 LORRIES HAD JACK-KNIFED

ON THE M11
	GRITTERS COULDN’T

GET THROUGH THE TRAFFIC

	MOTORISTS ABANDONED

THEIR CARS
	THERE WAS NOT ENOUGH GRIT ON THE ROAD

	INCHES OF SNOW FELL IN A VERY SHORT SPACE OF TIME
	PEOPLE RAN OUT OF

FOOD AND DRINK

	PEOPLE RETURNED HOME

AFTER 20 HOURS
	ROADS BECAME

DANGEROUSLY ICY

	CARS SKIDDED INTO

EACH OTHER
	THE POLICE SAID ‘THE

M11 IS A CAR PARK’


Playground tragedy and traffic chaos as winter bites 
Rebecca Allison, Friday January 31, 2003 The Guardian 

Winter returned with a vengeance last night, leaving tens of thousands of London commuters struggling to get home after trains were cancelled, tube stations were closed and roads became gridlocked in the capital's worst traffic chaos for years. 

In Ashtead, Surrey, eight-year-old Rianna Davenport was crushed to death when a tree was uprooted by strong winds in her school's playground. 

Severe delays were reported across the capital as blizzards set in and rush hour began, with traffic tailbacks of up to three hours in the worst hit areas. The AA said the situation was the most serious for seven years. 

The heavy snow and icy conditions caused several accidents, adding to the mayhem, and many motorists simply abandoned their vehicles and struggled to find ways home. 

The freezing temperatures and driving snow forced the closure of 41 outdoor tube stations in north London for safety reasons. Crowds of passengers were left stranded outside stations as local bus services struggled to cope. 

The Central and the Waterloo and City lines still being shut after the derailment at Chancery Lane last weekend made the chaos worse. 

"Motorists suffered horrendous delays due to treacherous driving conditions," AA spokesman Sean Sloan said. "There have been numerous accidents. I can't remember conditions this bad in London for at least seven years." 

Strong winds and snow also caused dozens of road accidents elsewhere in the south-east last night. The AA warned people to stay at home unless it was absolutely necessary. 

Heathrow Airport was also affected with 150 arrivals and departures being cancelled and many other flights being delayed for up to four hours as staff battled to clear runways of snow and planes of ice. 

A London Underground spokesman said: "Snow on the platforms has meant it is unsafe for passengers to use them until they are cleared and drivers can't see so the lines have been closed until conditions improve." 

Commuter Richard Lever, a company director, described seeing seen several people abandon their cars by the side of the road. "Many people decided the best option was simply to walk home. The roads were at complete gridlock. 

"I saw several people getting out of their cars and leaving them. I even saw a bus skewed across the middle of the road. Traffic just wasn't moving. 

"The queues for taxis were horrific so I, like many others, decided the best option was simply to brave it and walk." 

A spokesman for PA WeatherCentre said there was still worse to come for much of Britain, with the entire eastern side of the country facing an overnight battering. 

"It is going to be very cold and windy with a high wind chill factor, with snow showers continuing in some areas on and off for the next 24 hours." 

"The real snow problems are going to be across northern Scotland and eastern England, continuing into the evening." Yesterday's blizzards also reached Wales, central England and the Home Counties. 
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