Geography Lesson Starters

1. Set up a ‘Blockbusters’ grid – then use
· Countries 

· Capitals cities.

· Physical geography words

· Human geography words

             to play the game

2. What am I? 

· Read out descriptions of various geographical features and the students have to identify what it is – starter can be differentiated by giving the first letter or the topic area.

3. Odd One Out from a group of three. Two marks. One for the correct odd one out and the second for the correct reason. This can be done at any level and with all topics. Put them on OHTs or on interactive whiteboard and keep them.

4. Mental maps – Put map out lines on OHT or on interactive whiteboard and the students have to label particular things on them. This can be used at different levels – Year 7 – Continents etc, End of KS3 – Europe map and regions studied during the KS; KS4 – maps of case studies used during the course.

5. Pairing exercises -  give cards with paired words jumbled and working in twos sort the cards into the correct pairs

· Physical process with evidence e.g. Coastal

	Process
	Evidence

	Erosion
	Undercut cliff

	Deposition
	Sandy beach

	Attrition
	Rounded pebbles

	Cloudy water
	Solution of chalk rock

	Freeze – thaw action
	Cracks in rocks

	Longshore Drift
	Sand higher on one side of a groyne

	Slumping
	Soft mud running over the promenade


6. Acronyms related to topics just studied. (KS4)

	Coasts
	Glaciation
	Rivers
	Hydrology
	Settlement
	Population

	LSD
	P & A
	RC
	TL
	CBD
	BR

	WCP
	PP
	SoS
	FD
	IC
	DR

	S & BW
	C, C or C
	M & OBL
	BF
	I & OS
	IMR

	S & B
	USV
	FP
	WT
	C
	DTM

	C, A, S , S
	HV & W
	RT
	GW
	PLV
	NI

	
	A
	VSV
	
	GB
	

	
	
	
	
	BFS
	


7. Game of words and meanings – pupils go around the class giving a word and choosing the next person to give the meaning and then they choose the next person to pose a word etc. 

8. Spelling games 
· Wrongly spelt words on the OHT or whiteboard – students write the correct spellings.

9. Sorting games 

· Lots of physical features on cards and sorting into Eros ional and depositional. (Could have third option of features which are both!)

10.  Year 7 compass points – Simon Says game – teacher states the North direction and the pupils turn to face the direction given.

11.  Wrong and Right statements – related to recent work

· Teacher reads out a statement. If a true statement – pupils put up the right hand, if wrong – put up left hand.

Based on a list from the Hertfordshire Learning Grid
