Settlement patterns
The different shapes of settlements are called PATTERNS.  There are many reasons why a settlement follows a particular shape.  There are three main settlement patterns which are i) Dispersed ii) Nucleated and iii) Linear.
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Dispersed: Dispersed settlements have buildings which are spread out, e.g. farmhouse in the middle of fields or a few houses in a mountainous area.  They are dispersed because farmers need a lot of land for grazing and growing crops.
Nucleated: Nucleated settlements have buildings which are close together.  They often grew around a road junction or a river crossing.
Linear:  Linear settlements have a long and narrow shape.  They often follow roadways, riverbanks, canals or narrow valleys where there is little room to grow outwards.
Activities
1. Make a copy of the diagrams below in your book under the heading “Settlement Patterns” then give the name of the pattern and an explanation for the pattern

Pattern name: ______________________
Reasons for the pattern: ______________________ _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
Pattern name: ______________________
Reasons for the pattern: ______________________ _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
 Pattern name: ______________________

Reasons for the pattern: ______________________ _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________
2. Make a copy of the table below in your book. Look at the OS map for the Rhondda.  Give two examples of each pattern of settlement from the map.
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