My secret journey – Ava Khalfoaui   from an idea by Mark Tighe


This is an exercise that I use to teach my year 7 about longitude and latitude.  I think that if they grasp this concept in year 7 then it makes a huge difference to their learning in subsequent years.

(I give them a single lesson on the principles of longitude and latitude first with something really simple like Waugh). 

You tell the children that they are going on a secret journey. 

· Resources required – atlas.

· I get them to write down in their books the information on handout 1.  

· Weaker students can work in pairs for this too.

Instructions.

1. Just cut out 11 pieces of coloured card.  

2. Fold it along the middle.  

3. On the front of the first write First coordinate, (or print off teachers handout and stick it on)

4. On the front top half of the card write Secret Journey city number 1.  

5. On the Inside lower half of the card, write the answer to the first city (Recief, Brazil)

6. On the front lower half of the card write  Next co-ordinate eg, (37(N, 10(E)

7. Do step 4 to 6 again for city number 2 – 9

8. For the final destination write secret journey city No. 10 on the front.

9. On the inside put the final answer with a congratulations message!

front Card number one








Because this is the first card, it is slightly different to the others – see below for the rest of the cards.

Card Number 2.-9

Card number 10 – The last card





Lesson hints.

As I have done this many times I know a few things to help things run smoothly.

1. Give out the Atlas’s and make sure that they do an example as a class (don’t use any of the secret journey examples).

2. Make sure that pupils who are SEN/EAL or who have difficulty, work with a motivated partner.

3. Make sure they have either written out the pro forma in full so that they can concentrate on finding their destinations.

4. Make sure they write out the city and country before they get the next coordinates (Don’t accept Africa as a country please)!

5. When they have the destination they should form an orderly line by the desk and wait for the next coordinate – if they get it wrong tell them to try again.

6. No queue jumping!

The text on this resource page can be increased so that it can be cut out and stuck on the secret journey cards 

FIRST COORDINATE

8(S, 35(
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.1

Answer-

Recife, Brazil

Next coordinate 37(N 10(E

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.2

Answer-

Tunis Tunisia

Next coordinate 27(S 153(E

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Secret journey

City No.3

Answer-

Brisbane Australia

Next coordinate 41(N 112(W

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Secret journey

City No.4

Answer-

Salt lake city, USA

Next coordinate 21(N 106(E

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.5

Answer-

Hanoi Vietnam

Next coordinate 14(N 121(E

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.6

Answer-

Manila Philippines

Next coordinate 61(N 25(E

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.7

Answer-

Helsinki Finland

Next coordinate 50(N 97(W

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.8

Answer-

Winnipeg Canada

Next coordinate 2(S 37(E

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Secret journey

City No.9

Answer-

Nairobi Kenya

Final Destination

 52(N 4(E

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

SECRET JOURNEY

CITY NUMBER 10

Rotterdam Netherlands

CONGRATULATIONS YOU HAVE WON SECRET JOURNEY!

My secret journey pupil sheet.

First coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)__________ (country)

Second coordinate 8(S, 35( ______(city)__________(country)

Third coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_________ (country)

Fourth coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)________ (country)

Fifth coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_________ (country)

Sixth coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_________ (country)

Seventh coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_______ (country)

Eighth coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_________(country)

Ninth coordinate 8(S, 35( ________(city)_________ (country)

Final Destination is     _____________ (city) _______ (county)

First coordinate


8°S 35°w

















They look quite effective in different coloured card and it also makes it easier to remember which one is which!





Fold here





Secret journey city No. 1





Next co-ordinates 37°N,10°E





Answer


Recife


Brazil





back





front





inside





Final destination!





Rotterdam Netherlands








front





inside








