RURAL DEPRIVATION

Case Study: Bangladesh and the Grameen Bank

There is often a strong link between a countries rurality and its level of economic development. This can be seen in the data about Gross Domestic product below.

	%

Rural pop
	
	GNP

Per Capita (US$)
	%

Rural pop
	
	GNP

Per Capita (US$)

	15.3
	Australia
	17.510
	46.3
	Malaysia
	3.160

	21.8
	Brazil
	3.020
	24.7
	Mexico
	3.750

	72.8
	Burkino Faso
	300
	60.7
	Nigeria
	310

	68.7
	China
	490
	19.8
	Saudi Arabia
	8.000

	55.2
	Egypt
	660
	0
	Singapore
	14.598

	27.2
	France
	22.360
	74.3
	Somalia
	500

	13.5
	Germany
	23.560
	49.2
	S Africa
	2.900

	73.2
	India
	290
	75.6
	Tanzania
	140

	33.4
	Italy
	19.620
	10.5
	UK
	18.340

	22.4
	Japan
	31.450
	23.8
	USA
	24.750



Identify places in the table above which still have a high percentage of people living in an urban area. How does their GDP compare to places with a low percentage of people living in rural areas? Why do think this is?

There are two different types of poverty


Relative Poverty:

Absolute Poverty:

Since 1990 the UN has used the human development index as a measure of quality of life. This rate is based on adult literacy rates, life expectancy and purchasing power
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The cycle of poverty

To tackle absolute poverty in LEDCs it is clear that the cycle of poverty has to be broken


Suggest ways which the cycle can be broken?

Whilst many LEDCs have begun to increase food production, manufacturing output, and GNP, the number of the absolutely poor continues to grow. This is because of 

· The rich getting richer and none of the benefits reaching the poor

· High rates of population growth

· Increasing demand for food

It is argued that external help in the form of loans and aid does not achieve long term change. Therefore there are many questions to be asked of the aid and trade agreements made by some MEDCs. Many transnational companies often seem to exploit LEDCs and their workers

Case Study: Bangladesh and the Grameen Bank


Location Map:


   What were the problems

      in rural Bangladesh?
Background to the Grameen Bank? Who, What, When?





What are Micro Credit schemes key features?





How has the scheme been a success?





What is the argument against such schemes?








