Picture Starters

Loch Lomand

· At what time of day, and in which month, do you think this picture was taken? 

· Draw this scene in the middle of summer. 

· Describe the similarities and differences between your drawing and the poster. 

· What type of work might people do here? 

· Do you think people would want to visit this place . . . in summer? . . . in winter? 

· What sort of holiday activities could they do? 

· Can you think of some benefits and some problems that holidaymakers might bring to this area? 

Karakoram Highway

· Describe the landscape in this picture. 

· How many different sources of water can you find? 

· In what ways do you think people use this area? 

· Why do you think it is hard to farm here? 

· How have people changed the land to make it easier to farm? 

· What sort of animals could live here (both wild and domesticated)? 

· You can see a road winding through the mountains: this is called the Karakoram Highway. It makes travel in this region easier; however, travel here can still be difficult. Can you say why? 

· Why might people like to visit this region? 

· How could visitors bring money into the region? 

· What problems might there be if lots of people visit the area in a short space of time? 

Xinjiang, China

· What kinds of jobs are the people in this picture doing? 

· What are they selling, and what might it be used for? 

· Look at the different sorts of animals in this picture. What do you think they do? 

· Imagine you are standing in this market place. Close your eyes and describe the sounds and smells all around you. 

· Under two headings - 'similar to' and 'different from' - list the similarities and differences between the market in the picture and one you have visited. 

· If possible, visit a local market and look at the range of items on sale. Compare them with the types of products on sale in this Chinese market. Is there a bigger range of things for sale in your local market, or a more limited range? In either case, say why you think this is so

Mount Erebus

· What features can you see in the landscape? 

· What might be at the top of Mount Erebus? 

· Imagine that this volcano erupted suddenly. Write a short piece on how this might change the landscape. 

· Imagine you are going to visit this place: what types of clothes would you need to pack? What special accessories or equipment might you need (sunglasses, sun block, etc.)? 

· How might you travel to this place? 

· What types of wildlife might you see in Antarctica? 

· Do you think there are many people in Antarctica? What kinds of jobs might they do? 

Drought, Zimbabwe

· What do you think has happened to the soil in this picture? 

· Can you say why this has happened? 

· How do you think this affects the people who live in this place? 

· Could you imagine this happening near your school? If so, how would it affect your everyday life and the lives of those around you? 

· Why are there so few plants growing here? 

· If it suddenly rained very heavily, what would happen? 

Toronto

· What do you think the people are doing? 

· Can you work out which season it might be? Why did you decide on this one? 

· What sports might be played in this stadium? 

· In which direction is the sports arena? 

· In what ways could the people in this picture have travelled to the SkyDome? Alternatively, if you have been to a large stadium, describe how you travelled there. 

· Make a list of the different ways in which people might spend their money at the SkyDome. (Imagine that they spend more than half a day in the stadium: how much money would they have to take? How many meals and drinks would they need? Bear in mind that, if it is a special visit, they might like to purchase a memento of the day.) 

Jerusalem

· Describe the city in this picture. 

· Can you work out which part of the city is older and which is newer? 

· Think about the different types of buildings and say what some of them might be used for. 

· Look at the materials that have been used to construct and decorate the buildings. Choose one building and describe what you think it has been made of. 

· What can you see in the front of the picture? 

· Look and listen out for reports about Jerusalem in newspapers and on the television and radio; these should give you some ideas as to why this city is so famous. 

· If you were to visit Jerusalem, what other places and towns nearby might you also go to see? 

