Keystage 3: Comparing Maps and Aerial Photos – Suggested Activities

1. Answer the key question ‘what information is shown on both a map and a photo, what is shown only on a map, and what is shown only on an aerial photo?’. This can be done by students individually, or it makes for some lively discussion if done in groups. Results can be summarised as a simple table.

	Information shown on both a map and an aerial photo
	Information shown only on a map
	Information shown only on an aerial photo

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Give the students a list of circumstances which require local information to be researched. Ask them to choose and justify whether it would be best to use a map, an aerial photo or both. Examples of such circumstances could include: 

a) A Council Planning Department – planning a new road around the south side of the town.

b) A couple looking for their first house in an area that they don’t know very well.

c) An archaeologist looking for undiscovered burial sites.

d) A warehouse planning its delivery routes for lorries around the town.

e) Environmental Officer looking for evidence of pollution/environmental damage.

f) A house building company looking for sites to build new houses.

