
The Kobe Earthquake

· Use books, encyclopaedias, the Internet or other resources to answer these short questions. More critical thinking is required for Questions 7 and 8.
1. Name the two tectonic plates which caused the earthquake.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the name of the earthquake which occurred in this region in 1923, which killed 140,000 people?

________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the name of the Japanese island, on which Kobe is situated?

________________________________________________________________________________

4. How deep was the focus of the earthquake below sea level (in kilometres)?
________________________________________________________________________________

5. What percentage of Kobe’s schools were destroyed?

________________________________________________________________________________

6. What percentage of Kobe’s industry was destroyed?

________________________________________________________________________________

7. Give two reasons why fires may have started as a consequence of the earthquake.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why was the Japanese government criticised for its handling of the earthquake?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

· EXTENSION:   You are the Japanese Prime Minister. With a thin budget, what measures will you take to keep casualties from a future earthquake as low as possible?
· Remember to add your name and form to all your pieces of paper, including this worksheet.
The Kobe Earthquake
Worksheet Answers
1. The Philippine Plate and the Eurasian Plate

(2 marks)

2. The Great Kanto Earthquake
(1 mark)

3. Honshu
(1 mark)
4. 19 kilometres

       (1 mark)
5. 10%

       (1 mark)
6. 12%

       (1 mark)
7. Any two from: electricity cables may have been damaged; gas pipes may have been fractured; wooden buildings helped fires spread; etc.

       (2 marks)

8. Slow response to the earthquake; Lack of emergency action plan; etc.

       (2 marks)

On January 17th, 1995, an earthquake which measured 7.2 on the Richter Scale struck the major Japanese city of Kobe, in the southern central region of that country. Although Japan is a rich MEDC (more economically developed country), it faced great logistical problems. The country suffered badly as a result and the eventual death toll was considerably higher than similar quakes in similar countries.








