Hill Top Farm

Cowden

Humberside.

15th September 1997.

Dear Council Members,

As a resident of Cowden I feel I must write to you to express my concerns about the sea defences at Hornsea and Mappleton and the effect they are having on our small village.

Before the sea defences were built the natural process of Longshore Drift transported sand along the coastline and we had a reasonable beach to protect the cliffs at Cowden. Since the seawall was built at Hornsea and the granite groynes at Mappleton (at no cheap cost from our Council Tax !!!) we have seen the rates of erosion increase from 1 metre a year to 6 or 7.

As Cowden is a small farming village you have not deemed us worthy of protection so as the cliff is battered by the waves our farmland, buildings, homes and livelihood are falling into the North Sea. What is more important in Hornsea and Mappleton which means that they get protection why our lives are washed away?

Whilst most farmers have insurance, many companies are refusing to pay out. We are left homeless and without money, living in caravans on the bits of land that we have left. I would like to know what the council proposes to do to help us? 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Susan Earl (FARMER)
