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The movement of football grounds 
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Movement of the Baseball Ground stadium in inner city Derby to Pride Park in 1996.  Within the new stadium there is a conference centre, bars and catering facilities.  Nearby the stadium lots of new companies have established in the past 5 years including EGG (credit card company) and David Lloyd (Fitness Centre).  
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In 2000 Stoke City moved to the Britannia Stadium.  It is in a prime position, situated on the outskirts of the City, next to the A50 Dual Carriageway.  
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Middlesbrough Football Club moved from Ayresome Park to the RiverSide Stadium in 1995.   Its move to Middlehaven meant that it could be a bigger stadium with a capacity of 30, 000.  It also meant that it could adhere to legislation that states all football stadiums in division 1 and above must be all-seater.
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The Madejski Stadium is a 25,000 seater stadium and was built in 1996 to replace Elm Park, a stadium which was about a mile away from the town centre and in the middle of a residential area.  The new stadium was built on the edge of the city on the A33 relief road close to the M4 motorway.  It has a conference centre for 700 people and a luxury 150 bedroom hotel.

1) What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of these new stadiums for both the club and the fans?
2) What opportunities do the stadiums offer for local people, local businesses and the city?

3) Why do you think these new stadiums have been built? What do you think were some of the problems with the location of the old stadiums? 
