	


	Revetments
These are wooden posts with slats of wood or concrete laid on top of the beach to stop the sand being eroded.

They are cheaper than sea walls, but do not last long where the waves have lots of energy. 
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	A Breakwater
These are long, large sloping walls, usually built to protect harbours. They are made of concrete or large blocks of stone.

They are often built in deep water and so are very expensive.
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	Groynes
Natural beaches are the best sea defence, but often they are washed away by longshore drift. Groynes are fences made from large wooden or concrete posts. They trap the sand and stop the beach being washed away. 
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	Beach Nourishment
Sometimes it is necessary to replace the sand and shingle that has been lost by the action of the sea. Lorries are used to transport material dredged up from the sea bed to the beach. 
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	Traditional ‘flat’ sea defence wall

Vertical concrete walls that stop the waves eroding the coast.

They are very expensive to build and easily damaged.
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	Gabion
These are metal cages filled with rocks. They are stacked together to make a wall to protect the coast.

They are much cheaper than other sea defences, but do not last long. 
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	Modern Sea Wall
Rounded wall with a ‘lip’ at the top. This breaks up the waves energy and stops them going over the top in a storm.

They are expensive to build, but will last 20-30 years.


Coastal Defence Cards

When laminated, these cards could be used in a number of ways. I get the children into groups, give them the text and then place the pictures in separate piles at the front of the room on a table. One person at a time from the group has to come to the front and collect a picture and the group has to match them up. The first group wins! Or you could stick the text around the room and the children then have to label the pictures, etc.
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Thanks to David Rayner at www.georesources.co.uk for the illustrations.










