Human Impacts on Rivers: Dam or not to dam?
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Key Ideas:

A dam is a barrier (wall) of earth, concrete or rock. A dam is built across a river to restrict the flow of water. Dams are usually built in gorges or across narrow parts of rivers. An artificial (man-made) lake or reservoir is formed behind the dam.

Case Study: The Narmada Dams in India

   A Map of India and the                         The Sardar Sarovar Dam on     

        Narmada River                                   the Narmada River
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· The dams which are planned for the Narmada River in India are some of the largest in the world. 
· The Indian Government believes that the building of these dams will have important advantages for the status of India and will be a major benefit for the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.
· However, local tribes who live close to the Narmada river believe that their way of life is under threat. Why?
Task 1:

· In pairs, read the statements below and decide whether they are an advantage or disadvantage for building the Narmada Dams. Write the statements in your exercise book under the headings: 
                         Advantages 
	Rare wildlife and historic sites will be destroyed.
	The dams will make hydro-electric power, which can be used in people's homes. 
	Fish will be able to live in the lake behind the dam, providing food for people.

	Farmers will be able to use the water from the lake to irrigate their crops.
	Some of the water from the lake will be lost through evaporation.
	200,000 people will be forced to move home so that a lake can be made behind the dams.

	Fertile farmland and forests will be flooded so that the lake can be created there.
	Mud and grit will get stuck behind the dam.
	The dams will provide clean drinking water for thousands of people.

	The lake behind the dam will spread diseases like cholera.
	Poor people will not benefit from the dams and lake.
	Jobs to build the dam will be created.
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For:

· [image: image7.wmf]The Indian Government believes that the Narmada Dams will provide important supplies of electricity through hydro-electric dams. They also believe that the dams will also help farmers by controlling the amount of water for irrigation (channels used to supply water to crops) and the supply of drinking water.
· Private companies also believe that the Narmada Dams Project will be good as it will guarantee them a profit as well as benefiting the local people by providing them with jobs in building and maintaining the dams.
Against:

  At the village Pipri: "My lifetime is over.

       What can I give my grandchild?’
          "We protest for our land. 

           We protest for our grain’.

· Many local people are unhappy about the Narmada Dams Project. They feel that
            they are being forced off their land with no means of supporting their family.

· Many charities like Greenpeace and local newspapers also feel that the Narmada Dams Project is unfair because the proposals will disrupt the lives of millions of people and may not solve the problems of electricity and water supply.

Task 2: Dam or not to dam?
Source: (Hindustan Times (HT), India) Saturday, February 2, 2002  

Maheshwar is one of the large dams proposed to be built on the Narmada river. It is a hydro-electric project with a planned output of 400 MegaWatts. 

It will submerge the lands and homes of 61 villages and it has been estimated to affect over 50,000 people. 

· In pairs, discuss whether the proposed dam at Maheshwar should be built?

Remember to use your table of advantages and disadvantages as well as the comments above.

· Write a brief report of your discussions in your exercise book stating whether you agree or disagree with the proposed dam.

· Remember to explain your answer as fully as possible.

