What is an Earthquake?

An earthquake is caused when 2 or more ​​​​​                    come together and                      .  As the plates move together they have a plate collision.  As they collide they rub against each other causing                     .  The friction between the 2 masses of rock stops them from sliding over each other.  Over time, the plates are always pushing against each other and this increases the                         .  As the pressure increases it eventually makes the plates move very suddenly.  This releases a lot of                    .  The energy is released as seismic waves.  These waves move through rock like                on water.  These seismic waves are the things that cause so much in an earthquake.  The place where the earthquake actually happens is called the focus of the earthquake.  The place where the earthquakes happen on the ground is called the epicentre.

Earthquakes can happen because the tectonic plates slide past each other or because one plate is being pushed               under    another plate.  This is called a subduction zone.  Here, there are many                      and we can call this a zone of earthquakes because lots of earthquakes happen here. 
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