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A volcano is a geological landform formed by material from the mantle being forced through an opening in the Earth’s crust, the vent. They vary in size and shape with not all of them being cone shaped.  They also vary in what they are made up of with some being made up of both lava and ash and some only being made up of lava. They are found all over the world, with many active volcanoes being located in a belt, called the Ring of Fire, that encircles the Pacific Ocean. They have affected people nearby and the environment in both positive and negative ways.

Learning Objectives

· Where are volcanoes located around the world?

· How do they vary in form and features?

· What are the effects of volcanoes on humankind and the environment?

Your Task: 

Central television has asked you to produce a news report on volcanoes as it has recently been found that the general public do not know enough on the who, what or where of volcanoes.  In your assigned groups of three (2 groups of 4) you will work together to investigate everything about one volcano which has erupted in the last 100 years paying specific attention to its features, location, dates of eruption, and its influence on the lives of people nearby and the surrounding environment.  You will then orally report to the whole class for four minutes using a mixture of images, diagrams and text on the white board.

How will I carry out this task?

You will have today’s lesson and half of Tuesdays to visit the websites stated and each member of the team will investigate specific aspects of a given volcano:

Geologist!

Type of volcano: Explain why it has formed and why eruptions have happened? What type of volcano is it (Composite, shield, dome)? What is emitted in the eruption? What are its main features? 

Geographer!

Location and dates: Where in the world is the volcano located? What landmarks is it near? What is the name, distance, and population of the nearest major city.  Date of most recent eruption and date of most destructive eruption 

Environmentalist!

What have been the effects on the surrounding environment. Have there been any events associated with the last eruption (earthquakes, floods, mudslides, etc). What have been the effects on the local population, have they been positive or negative.  Consider deaths, jobs, infrastructure (housing, roads).

To access the websites:

After you have logged on:

Go to:

START>MyComputer>SharedDocuments>Geography>Geography>Y7volcanowebquest> Then double click on your designated volcano e.g. Mount St Helens

Once you have loaded your sheet on your volcano, click on any of the weblinks stated.

Unfortunately there are not enough computers for one each so some of you will have to share a computer between two.  If this is the case either work together on both of your tasks or look at textbooks and library books that we have got out for you.

You will then have the remainder of Tuesday’s lesson to get your information together as a group and to plan and practice your news report.  It is up to you to practice in your spare time if you are not prepared.  You may use the white board and flip chart to present your report.  It is up to you to decide what pictures and diagrams are relevant and included in the presentation but choose with care! 

You will then present your 4 minute presentation as a group to the rest of the class on Thursday 18th November.  The best one will win a prize!

Assessment

In order to score a high mark on this project:

- You will be orally assessed by both teacher and class, no written work required!

- All sections must be well researched 

- All members if the group should contribute and participate

- Answers should be well explained. 

- Report should be clearly presented and structured

Remember you have limited time on the computer, use it wisely!!

Finally be imaginative when presenting your report, remember you will be on television!
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