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[image: image2.wmf]So far you have learned that the rainforest climate is very hot and wet all year round. You know that this is because of its location on or close to the Equator, where the sun is always very high in the sky causing uprising warm air, Low Pressure and daily convectional rain. Temperatures average 27c, rainfall can reach 2,400mm per annum and is distributed throughout the year. Such extremes of heat and moisture mean vegetation grows rapidly and trees are very tall and tightly packed. Tropical hardwoods like teak and mahogany are among the huge variety of plant species found within this ecological treasure house.

The rainforest has a very distinct structure unlike the tangle of jungle shown in Hollywood films. There are 5 distinct forest layers: 

1. ( Emergent layer is the highest and is made up of the giant trees (emergents), which stick up individually above the forest canopy (up to 70m high). These trees receive most light, rain and wind, yet form less than one percent of the trees in the forest 

2. ( Upper canopy trees reach 50 m. This layer is uneven, with breaks between treetops allowing light through to the middle canopy.

3. ( Middle canopy is the densest layer of the forest where the trees prevent light reaching plants below. Only 2 percent of sunlight penetrates the middle canopy through to the forest floor.

4. ( Ground layer supports few plants because the thick canopy of branches above cuts out the light. The forest floor is consequently sparsely populated with tiny seedlings and shoots.

5. ( Along the riverbanks there is a dense undergrowth of grasses and ferns because the light can reach the ground. Here the jungle can be found!
Task 1 – Collect your own copy of diagram 1 study it carefully and label the blank boxes with the correct layer name.



Task 2                                                                         

Answer the following questions in sentences in your jotter.

1. Give two reasons why plants grow so rapidly in the rainforest?

2. What are the tallest trees called and what height do they reach?

3. What is a liana and how does it adapt to forest conditions?

4. Why do the some trees need large buttress roots?

5. Why is there very little growth on the forest floor?
Extension A -Look at the diagram below;

1. What happens to much of the rainfall(precipitation) that falls into the rainforest?

2. What will happen to the rainfall when a large part of the rainforest is cut down?

3. How do trees help protect the soil?

Extension B

Write a paragraph describing how the rainforest is different from the place where you live. (Think about the landscape, the vegetation, is it an urban (city or rural (Countryside) area)








River Amazon


Fringed with grasses and ferns











Buttress Roots


Needed to support large and heavy trees























Woody climbers or lianas 


They grow from the soil, wrapping themselves around trunks of trees





Diagram 1


Section of Rainforest





HOMEWORK 1


Collect copy of homework sheet 1 from the teacher
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