Tectonic plates

Worksheet aimed at a Year 7 class of mixed ability with an extension activity at the end for the more able students. 

Covers NC 4 a and b.

Objectives: To identify the main plate boundaries of the earth and to name the different boundaries. 

The Earth’s surface is cracked into pieces like an eggshell. These pieces are continually moving. This movement causes earthquakes and volcanoes along the cracks. The cracked pieces are called plates. 
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1.The diagram above shows the main plates of the earth. Using the following website link:

www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/topics/structureofearth.html#struct
Label the plates.

2. The diagrams on the next page show different types of plate boundaries.

Using the web link provided in question 1 name each plate boundary and give one example of where this is found in the world.
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There are about 500,000 earthquakes all around the world each year but less than 1,000 actually cause serious damage to the people living in those areas. Due to there being so many earthquakes of different strengths it was difficult to measure earthquakes. Charles Richter, who was an American, invented a way of measuring the strength of earthquakes using a scale of 0 to 9. The smallest earthquake is measured at 0 and the largest at 9. He called this the Richter scale.

3. Complete the table below to show how the strength of earthquakes varies on the Richter scale. You need to multiply the previous number by 10 to work out the strength. 

	Richter scale
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Strength compared to 0 on the Richter scale
	0
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Extension Activity

Imagine you are a family living in an earthquake zone. Due to the risk of earthquakes in your house you need to have an earthquake emergency kit. Using the web link below compile a list of the most useful items that you would need in the kit. 

www.sfgate.com/chronicle/special/quakes/1.1.html
