FUNCTION INTRODUCTION

Definition – FUNCTION – this is the reason why a settlement was built. Different settlements have different functions (e.g. resort, port, market town).

Why do settlements grow?

We have already learned why settlements choose a site. For a settlement to grow at this site there has to be a special reason. This special reason is called the FUNCTION.

In the U.K. there are a number of main functions: -

1. MARKET TOWN – these settlements grew up when most of the people in the U.K. were farmers. They were a place where farmers could buy and sell goods. This is called TRADING.
2. INDUSTRIAL TOWN – these grew up later than market towns. They used the things produced by farmers to make other things. This is called MANUFACTURING.

3. PORT – these grew up to help people living in industrial and market towns by bringing things in an out to other countries. A port IMPORTS and EXPORTS things.
4. HOLIDAY RESORT – these grew up to help people living in market, industrial and port towns. People go here to relax and enjoy themselves. A holiday resort provides a SERVICE.
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