Rice Farming in India – The Punjab.

The impact of the green revolution can be clearly seen by comparing traditional subsistence rice farming with modern rice farming, in the Punjab

	
	Traditional
	Modern

	Land Ownership
	Tenants to wealthy landowners. Landowners are the only source of money so can’t leave
	Farmers own their land, purchased by cheap government loans

	Sale/use of crops
	50% of crop used to pay rent the rest eaten by the farmers family any spare sold to the landowner at the landowners price
	The entire crop is the farmers, most is sold for profit. Farmers band together to form Co-ops so they get a better price

	Storage
	Poor quality, much loss through pests, damp & rats
	Use modern well insulated stores

	Farming Techniques
	Produce 1 crop a year, using traditional low yield variety seeds.

No machinery, cattle used as the machinery
	Using High yield variety seeds can produce 2 crops a year.

Use machinery & irrigation

	Fertilizer/Seeds
	Saves own seeds from each year’s crop, no fertilizer used, animal dung burnt as fuel
	Bulk buys HYV seeds, fertilizer & pesticides.

Use Bio-gas technology (manure fermented to produce methane – used as a fuel – the remaining slurry is a fertilizer)

	Labour
	Family labour & some part time labourers employed at harvest time
	Can employ full time labourers


