Prison numbers reach record high
On Tuesday it was announced that the number of inmates had reached 74,543 - up 2,167 since 2 January, and nearing capacity in England and Wales. 

The charity said official records showed 81 jails were overcrowded at the end of January, with 11 exceeding their maximum capacity. It said basic conditions were deteriorating in a number of jails with prisoners sharing cramped cells with an unscreened toilet, unable to access showers or exercise. 

Last year the Prison Reform Trust said tough sentencing by judges, rather than a rise in crime, had led to the record prison population. 

It said a 71% rise in the prison population between 1991 and 2001 was due to a "misplaced emphasis on toughness", with courts sentencing more people to prison and for longer terms. 

But the country's top judge claimed political interference into sentencing was to blame. 

                                                                                Taken from the BBC News Site

Read the article above:

Why are prisons reaching breaking point?

Crime is falling as prison population rises.

Write a sentence to explain the above point.  Explain why some people might think the complete opposite Crime is rising as prison population falls.
Why do some countries have more prisoners than others?
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