How to Spend the Popocatepetl Aid Money?

Popocatepetl is a volcano near Mexico City, the capital of Mexico. In 2000 it erupted causing 40,000 people to have to be evacuated from their homes. Mexico is a lot poorer than many countries such as the UK, USA and Japan. When disasters like a volcanic eruption occur, they often require help from richer countries and charities to help them cope with the problems that arise.
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You are working for a charity in the UK and have been given $1,000,000 to spend on helping the people and environment affected by the eruption of Popocatepetl. You must decide on the best ways to spend the money and give reasons for the ways you have spent the money to prove to those people giving money to the charity that you are spending it correctly.

Below are the different ways you can spend the money and how much they cost to do.

 Options for Spending your Money

	Short Term Help
	Cost
	Long Term Help
	Cost

	Food and water to those who have lost their homes and jobs
	$100,000
	Help locals rebuild their homes.
	$300,000

	Temporary shelters for those who have lost their homes.
	$150,000
	Help the locals rebuild their farms and provide equipment and machinery to run them.
	$200,000

	Medical supplies for those injured and to help prevent the spread of diseases.
	$100,000
	Provide defenses to help against any future eruptions.
	$250,000

	A crew to search and rescue those who may still be in trouble.
	$100,000
	Help with environmental issues that have resulted from the eruption.
	$200,000

	Firefighters to help with continuing fires and flooding that may be still a problem.
	$50,000
	Repair the infrastructure (roads, power lines).
	$300,000

	
	
	Clean and repair the local rivers.
	$150,000


The Problems that occur as a result of Volcanic Eruptions

The initial blast destroys all in its path; it causes fires and people may have to be evacuated. Any buildings in its path will be damaged. Crops, animals and farmland will be destroyed, but can be repaired (even improved because the soil becomes more fertile). Farm machinery may be damaged. Wildlife and their homes will be destroyed. Some people will have breathing problems because of all the ash. The nearby waterways may be clogged up with ash and mud.

The number of deaths will usually be greater than the number of injuries. Most people caught in the blast are killed outright, although many injuries may occur if landslides happen or buildings are damaged.

Many people will move temporarily out of the blast-zone, losing their homes, farms or businesses in the eruption.

It will be difficult to get help to the affected zone because many of the roads will be destroyed or damaged. Power lines and water supplies will also be affected.

Some fires may have started around the volcano, especially in the forests. A lot of the surrounding area many miles from the volcano will be covered in ash, especially buildings and farmland.

Glossary:

· Infrastructure – roads, power lines, rail, waterways.

· Blast zone – area around the volcano affected by the explosion itself.

· Environmental issues – problems to do with natural things like forests, wildlife, lakes and air pollution.

· Short term help – help that you give to supply people with their basic needs e.g. food, water, shelter, medicine.

· Long term help – ways to help people that will be useful for a long time e.g. building roads, farms, education, defenses against future eruptions.

Task:

1. In your groups decide how you are going to spend the money.

2. On your own list the ways you want to spend the money.

3. Then write a proposal (a letter explaining why you are doing something) to explain why you think the money should be spent that way.

The best proposal will get the most merits. The more detail and reasons you give for your spending the better it will be.

So think of as many reasons as possible.

Hint.

Think of what would be most important to you if it had been you affected by the volcano. How would you want the money spent?

