Myth or Reality?

Foreign money will help pay for the goods the country imports.
There will be lots of good jobs in the hotels, the cafes, for taxis and in entertainment.

Facilities such as resorts, hotels and tour companies belong mainly to investors from cities; who take most of the profits.

Food, drink and other daily necessities are produced locally and can be sold to hotels and tourists.

Tourism brings increased infrastructure to the whole area including clean water, electricity, roads, schools and a hospital.

Rural areas will become more prosperous.

Revenues from taxes and fees go to rural areas directly.

Employment opportunities for local people will be plentiful.

Local customs, culture and crafts will be preserved.

Local economic activities will continue to prosper.

The crime rate will increase.

Tourists prefer to eat food which is imported and not locally produced.

Infrastructure development is of high quality such as sewage systems and waste disposal.
Tourism provides a higher income in rural areas than can be earned from agriculture.

Traditional buildings are replaced by modern developments.

Traditional ways of life become secondary to tourism.

The higher standards of living in urban tourist destinations have resulted in emigration from nearby rural areas resulting in changes in the demographic structure.

Can rural tourism in LEDCs be sustainable? Discuss under the following headings:

a. Conserving the environment for future generations.

b. Supporting the local community and traditional culture.

c. Providing an economic stability.

d. Providing the tourist with a worthwhile experience.

