	1 The Mississippi River is 3800km long, flowing through ten states and drains one third of the USA and a small part of Canada.
	8 Heavy rainfall in April 1993 kept the land saturated  and rivers running high

	19 Several parts of the central US had record setting spring and summer rains, with many places having 200% more rainfall than was usual for the time of year
	14 There were thunderstorms throughout June causing rapid surface run-off and flash floods

	29 During July there were severe thunderstorms with one storm giving 180mm of rain in a few hours
	26 The northern states of the Mississippi drainage basin are very cold during the winter and have lots of snow. This snow melts in the spring and causes river levels to rise. 

	28 The river spread across its floodplain up to a width of 25km. An area larger than the British Isles was affected by flooding.  
	20 Large areas of woodland have been cleared from the drainage basin of the Mississippi.

	6 Levees surrounding towns were put under tremendous pressure from the weight of the water in the river and in many places they collapsed 
	2 There is a large population on the Mississippi floodplain as there are several large urban areas such as St. Louis and Memphis and there are many smaller towns. 

	31 Communication was disrupted as only one road bridge and no railway bridges remained open for 400 km north of St. Louis
	21 74 000 people had to be evacuated from their homes

	13 The total death toll was 45 people.
	27 The Mississippi is one of the world busiest river highways with huge amounts of farm and industrial produce being transported. All river traffic came to a halt. 

	18 Roads and railways were damaged and many airports were closed
	15 45 000 houses were flooded and many were destroyed. The town of Valmeyer in Illinois was abandoned and became a ‘ghost town’.

	9 Large areas of farmland were flooded which destroyed crops. The losses to farmers were estimated at $6.5billion
	7 It took several months for the water to drain away. The land was covered with fertile silt but the ground was too wet for planting crops

	25 Stagnant water attracted mosquitoes and rats increasing the risk of water borne disease. 
	11 There were numerous insurance claims which people had to wait to receive. Higher insurance costs resulted from the vast amount of large claims

	4 The overall cost of the flood was estimated at $12 billion (£8billion).
	16 In 1780 there were 41.9million acres of wetland in the 5 states of Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Minnesota. By 1992 there were only 16.3 million hectares left

	23 Wetlands store water when the river floods.
	22 Levees have been strengthened with a specially designed barge which lays a concrete mattress on the river bank from the deepest point of the river to above the flood level.

	24 Many trees have been planted on the valley of the Tennessee River, one of the Mississippi’s major tributaries. Trees delay runoff and reduce the amount of water reaching the river. This is called Afforestation.
	3 Diversionary spillways have been built. These are overflow channels which can take surplus water during times of flood.

	10 Numerous dams and reservoirs have been built on the Mississippi’s major tributaries – the Missouri River and the Tennessee River.
	17 Dams hold back water during times of flood and release it when river levels are lower. They also provide a water supply and Hydro-electricity, 

	30 Large river meanders were made straighter. This shortens the rivers course to get rid of flood water from the river basin as quickly as possible.
	

	5 Sewage was washed into waterways
	12 More than a thousand businesses were forced to close resulting in many thousands of jobs being lost.


