Long Profile of a River

Working in pairs work through each description and decide if it applies to the upper, middle or lower section of a rivers course. Circle which one you think is the correct answer each time.

· The land is flat on either side of the river and is easily flooded at high tide

Upper / Middle / Lower

· There is more rainfall in this area and there is a lot of surface run-off

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The valley sides are flatter here

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The valley sides are very steep and there may be a waterfall on this section of the river

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river has formed wide sweeping bends called meanders.

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river looks as though it is flowing very fast in this section because the gradient is steep and the bed of the river has large angular boulders

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river valley has interlocking spurs

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river is eroding laterally in this part of the river rather than vertically, the gradient of the river is gentler and the channel is wider.

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river is flowing at its fastest at this point

Upper / Middle / Lower

· There is weathering on the valley sides

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The bed of the river has small rounded pebbles and fine silt

Upper / Middle / Lower

· Tributaries, surface run-off and ground water have increased the volume of the river

Upper / Middle / Lower

· The river is deep here 

Upper / Middle / Lower

