Tropical Rainforest Layers

	Layer information


	Layer described

	These trees receive most of the sunlight and most of the rain.


	

	Trees tend to be fully grown by 10 metres


	

	The plants get only 1 - 2 % of the available sunlight


	

	These trees grow up to 25 - 45 metres in height


	

	Buttress roots reaching up to 9 metres up the trunk, anchor the trees to the ground
	

	The leaves are often large to absorb as much light as possible.


	

	Very little vegetation


	

	The majority of their branches and leaves expand like an umbrella at the top.
	

	The branches are often tied together with vines (lianas).

	

	The air is damp and humid with little rainfall reaching the plants at this level
	

	Ground dwelling animals make their homes in this habitat


	

	Their seeds are often winged, to ensure they are spread by the wind.


	

	Receiving only 2-15% of the sunlight

	

	Have strong, tall, straight trunks with smooth thin bark


	

	Home to 90% of the organisms found in the rain forest; many seeking the brighter light
	

	Animals such as eagles, monkeys, butterflies, insect-eating bats and snakes inhabit this layer
	

	Plants have a more difficult time with pollination because of the lack of air movement
	

	These plants rarely grow to more than 3.5 metres in height.


	

	Almost no plants grow in this layer


	

	Insects, including termites, cockroaches, beetles, centipedes, millipedes and earthworms live in this layer
	


Explore the Layers of the Rainforest

Use the following website to find out the information:

http://www.pbs.org/tal/costa_rica/layers.html
1st Layer 

1. What is the first layer of the rainforest called?

2. Describe the trees that live in this layer?

3. Is there a lot of sunlight in this layer?

4. Name five animals that live in this layer.
2nd Layer 
1. What is the primary layer of the rainforest?

2. Describe the trees and leaves in this layer?

3. Is there a lot of rainfall in this layer?

4. Are there many flowers fruits in this layer?

5. Name 9 animals that live in this layer? 
3rd Layer 

1. What is the third layer in the rainforest?

2. What percentage of sunlight does this layer receive?

3. Name and describe the plants that live in this layer.

4. Do these plant have difficult time with pollination? Why or why not?

5. Name 5 animals that live in this layer? 

4th Layer 

1. What is the fourth layer in the rainforest?

2. What percentage of light does it receive?

3. What percentage of humidity?

4. Are there plants in this layer? Why or why not? 

5. Name at least 1 mammal that lives in this layer.

6.  Name 3 types of insects that live in this layer. 
