Kenyan Agriculture

Shamba – Subsistence agriculture

· Small (1.5ha), growing maize, millet, peas & beans

· Keep a few animals (cattle, sheep, chickens & goats) – a source of eggs & milk but the animals sold as a cash crop

· Animals used as machinery

· Some people trained as Masai Desi (basic vetinary care) – example of a self help scheme

· Use basic irrigation systems to grow vegetables.

Cattle Ranch – Commercial Extensive agriculture

· 20000 ha with 12000 head of cattle

· European owned

· Local Masai workers

· Extensive use of chemicals for dipping & spraying

Pastoral Nomads 
· Local Masai people

· Move around with their herds of cattle looking for good grazing

· Totally dependant on their cattle – food, clothing, wealth

· Loosing their land to arable farming so now grazing increasingly marginal land

Plantations

· Tea plantations owned by Brooke Bond

· A Monoculture (only Tea is grown)

· A Cash crop sold to Europe

· Owned by a European Multi National Company, but the workers are local Kenyans

· 16000 workers, working 9hrs a day, earning approx. 43p/day based on picking

· Housing & schooling provided free

· Brooke Bond has now diversified into Flowers (Floriculture)

· 250 million Carnations & Roses produced

· All exported to Europe, especially in winter when prices are high

· Floriculture now a major foreign currency earner

· 15000 workers

· Housing & schooling free

· 1 million flowers produced a day

· Linked to Nairobi airport by good roads & then flown to Europe

· Most of the profits are returned to Europe

