Human impacts on the rainforest discussion:

1.The Brazil Government.

Brazil is a developing country and so its government needs to increase its economic growth. The country has many debt problems and the government is under a lot of strain to pay back their debts to the World Bank. The government has become dependent on the income from foreign bodies that are destroying Brazils rainforests in order to gain cheap labour and cheap wood.

Activity : you must discuss the government problems as a group and try to suggest some new tactics that the government may introduce to solve their financial problems.

2.The loggers.

You are a logging company and you have been logging the Brazil rainforest for over fifty years.

The job includes cutting down trees and clearing space in the rainforest. Next you transport the logs to the shipping yard where they will be transported to your purchasers.

You employ many people in your company including indigenous people of the rainforest.

You treat everyone as equal and you are just trying to earn a living.  You have been worried for the future of your family business due to the speed the rainforest is now being depleted. You have also been having some problems with protesters that are accusing you of destroying the rainforest.

Activity: you must discuss the company as a group and try to suggest some more economically friendly ways they can continue as a prosperous business and not deplete the rainforest.

3.The indigenous people.

The Kayapu tribe are an indigenous tribe from the Brazil rainforest. The tribe has lived in and of the rainforest for thousands of years and that do not know any other way of life. Western people coming in to the rainforests have influenced the tribe. Some of the tribe have begun to work for the industries that have been set up in the rainforest. The others of the tribe prefer to live in the old ways and continue to live off the rainforest. The elders of the tribe are becoming very worried at how rapid the rainforest is being cut down, they fear for their future and for the future of the tribe.

Activity: you must discuss as a group the indigenous tribe and try and suggest some possible strategies they can use in order to continue their minimal way of life in the rainforests.

4.The MEDC.

The more economically developed country is the UK. The UK is a developed country which does not have any large tropical rainforests. The UK imports thousands of pounds worth of timber from less economically developed countries per day. Then the under priced timber is transformed into luxurious hard wood furniture that is sold for 100 times its original price. This is a very profitable business. The UK has now been under some pressure from the EU to reduce the amount of timber being bought from the LEDC.

Activity: you must discuss the MEDC as a group and try to suggest some more environmentally friendly relationship the MEDC could have with the LEDC. 

5. The Environment.
The environment has been under a lot of strain with the depletion of the rainforests in Brazil. The rainforests holds CO2  and with its destruction there is now more CO2 in the atmosphere thus causing an increase in global warming. The depletion of the rainforests is also causing many species of animals and insects to become extinct. Environmental groups such as Green Peace are lobbying against the destruction of the rainforests however some of their tactics are very dangerous.

Activity: you must discuss how the depletion of the rainforest is impacting the environment and also suggest some reasonable ways to appeal to people to save the rainforests.

6.The next generation.

You are the children of the next generation. You have had no choice in how to manage the rainforests both economically and socially. You feel cheated by the way the rainforests have been destroyed and how you now have to face the problems of global warming on the planet. You also feel sadness for the loss of such precious life in the rainforest. However you are happy at how the powers of the world have now united to try to save what is left of the world’s rainforests.

Activity: you must discuss how the next generation will feel if the rainforests are destroyed and also suggest some ways to regenerate the life of the rainforest.

