A TOWN CALLED HAVEN

Haven is a peaceful town with a lively town centre and a nice residential area.  There is very little crime here and it is generally a nice place to live.

There is only one problem in Haven, there are not enough houses.  Because Haven is so nice, lots of people want to come and live there.

A property firm called Big Build, want to build a housing development of about 3000 houses on the edge of Haven.  This is used by many local people who come to walk their dogs and enjoy the view.  It is also the home of lots of animals and plants, some of which are very rare.

The local people are up in arms at this proposed development.  They say it will ruin the countryside and destroy many rare species.

The local Town Council is undecided as to whether the development should go ahead.  They need to ask lots of questions of Big Build and take into account the views of the local residents.

YOU ARE THE DEVELOPERS, BIG BUILD

You want to build a development of 3000 houses on Greenbelt land at the edge of Haven.

You will make huge profits from this development if the plans go ahead.

You say you have to build on this land as there are no other Brownfield sites you can build on and the government is not building enough houses. 

You say the government is failing homeless families, as there are not enough homes.

You say this development will be a good thing for the town of Haven.

You say this will bring in more money for the shops and services of Haven and put Haven in the spotlight. 

· Make your case for this development.  Think of as many reasons as you can. 

· Convince the local Town Council to let this go ahead.

· How will you win the local residents over?

· You can use pictures and diagrams to show how this development will be good for the area.

YOU ARE THE LOCAL RESIDENTS

You use this land to walk your dogs on and believe it should be preserved.

You also live on the edge of the proposed development and this might reduce the value of your home.

You do not want the scenic views to be destroyed and you want to preserve the wildlife.

You believe traffic will increase and the town will not be able to cope with such a huge increase of people.

You think there are other areas that could be developed first. 

· Make your case against this development.

· Show how this will impact negatively on the greenbelt area and in the town itself

· How will you convince the local Town Council not to agree to this plan.

· You can use pictures and diagrams to show that the development will be bad for the local area. 

YOU ARE THE LOCAL TOWN COUNCIL OF HAVEN

The local Council is unsure about whether or not to vote for or against this development.  

At the next meeting there will be an opportunity to listen to the proposals from Big Build and the arguments from the local people.

You must take into account that the Council will receive generous funding if this project is given the go ahead.

The Council is however very sympathetic towards environmental issues.

You must think up some questions to ask Big Build to help you decide if this plan should go ahead.

· You need to take all sides of the proposal into account

· At the end of the meeting you will get time to discuss and decide on how to vote.

VOTING BALLOT PAPER

Tick one box only to show what statement you agree with

The proposed Big Build development should not go ahead


The proposed Big Build development should go ahead
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