The Green Revolution in Kerala

· Rice is the basic foodstuff of the state.

· Although India is self sufficient in rice, Kerala only produces 25% of its needs.

· The land is highly productive. The state has a hot wet climate & very fertile soils which make it highly suitable for rice growing.

· The state government carried out land reform & formerly landless peasants now own their own land.

· There are no big landowners left.

· The land is very intensively farmed.

· Rice & coconuts are the main crops.

· The state offers help to farmers by giving free agricultural information.

· TV programmes used to educate farmers about good practise.

· Seeds & fertilizer are subsidised.

· Use of HYV seeds, fertilizer & pesticides are the highest of any state in India.

· Irrigation is widely used.

· Farmers form Co-operatives that work together & reduce costs.

· Animal dung is fed into Biogas converters & the gas used as a fuel, this results in less deforestation. The slurry then can be used as a fertilizer.

As a result of these improvements yields have risen dramatically, but the total quantity of rice produced as fallen & a state, which should be self sufficient in rice, imports 75% of its needs, why?

· More coconuts are now being grown.

· Coconuts are an excellent cash crop, all parts of the coconut has a use eg. Ropes, mats, oil, milk, fuel, food, fodder & building material.

· Growing coconuts is more profitable than rice farming. Cheap rice is imported from Tamil Nadu, the neighbouring state.

· Wet rice paddies are being drained and converted to dry ground for coconut palms.

· Intercropping is extensively used – growing bananas, spices & ginger between the coconut palms.

· In some farms the banks around the paddies are planted with coconuts.

Farmers in Kerala are better off than the surrounding states so they can afford to educate their children. Literacy in Kerala is 90%+ (India 50%), so the younger people are looking for better-paid jobs. People are leaving farms for jobs in service industries, often elsewhere in India; this could have long term implications for the future of farming in the state.

The green revolution has led to major improvements in agriculture & the standard of living on the Keralan people, but long term it could lead to a reduction of agricultural output.

