Ecological Zones in Kenya

What is an ecosystem?

An ecosystem is a community of plants and animals and the environment they live in.  Each part of the ecosystem depends on the other parts.  An ecosystem includes flora (plants), fauna (animals), climate and soil.

Below is a cross sectional diagram showing the major ecological zones in Kenya.  

Task - Carefully copy the diagram into your exercise book and give it a title.
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We have already studied the grassland plains, (savanna) ecosystem in Kenya, focusing the specialist adaptations of plants and animals that allow them to survive.  Now we are going to focus on coral reefs.

Coral Reefs - Homework

Using the Internet and other sources, collect information on different coral reef areas within Kenya.  Compare them by completing a table like the one below.  You could add other columns of your own to this table.

Location of Reef

Main features / Description of coral reef

Main threats to the coral reef
Some useful websites are:

http://www.motherjones.com/coral_reef 

http://www.uvi.edu/coral.reefer/
http://wcs.org/sw-around_the_globe/marine/marineafrica/kenyacoralreefconservation
http://worldwildlife.org/coral/index.cfm?searchen=google
http://www.kws.org/marine.htm
http://www.motherjones.com/news/special_reports/coral_reef/kenya.html
http://www.solcomhouse.com/Belize.htm
