Discovering Kenya 2- Language and Culture
There are more than 70 tribal groups among the Africans in Kenya. Even though the average Kenyan doesn’t usually wear tribal clothes anymore, the first question asked when two of them meet is 'What tribe are you from?' English and Swahili are the languages taught throughout the country, but there are many other tribal languages.




Task

Study the Extract 1 about the Samburu people.  Do you think the treatment of women and girls within the tribe is fair?  

Now study Extracts 2 and 3.  Write a short account describing how tourism is changing in Kenya.  How might the Samburu people change their traditional customs?  How might it benefit them in the future?  How will tourists benefit?
Extract 1 - The Samburu People 


The Samburu people inhabit an arid region in northern Kenya. They have traditionally herded cattle, though lately some have taken up farming. Others have started raising camels, which do well in this dry area. The Samburu share many customs with the Masai.


In Samburu traditions, it is believed that girls are the property of the community and so, they are not enrolled in schools. The community believes that girls have no need for education because all their needs are catered for by their fathers and husbands.
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Extract 2 – Tourism in Kenya


Prolific wildlife and white-sandy beaches bring about 780,000 foreign visitors to Kenya annually. Tourism generates an estimated £250,000,000 per year in hard currency earnings, making it the countries biggest industry


Such an influx of people affects the people and the environment in so many ways. Researchers have found that tourism has helped preserve some musical and dance traditions among the tribal groups like the Masai and the Samburu. Tourists’ spending money on guides and souvenirs has prompted local people to learn foreign languages.  In many tribal areas, the number of boys and girls attending school has rapidly increased.  Parents now feel that tourism may hold the best future for their children.








Extract 3 – Kenya Visitors





I went with my family to Kenya for my annual holidays last year.  We spent a week on the tropical beaches near Mombassa.  It was great to relax on the soft white sand and swim in the crystal waters.  My two children also liked the adventure.  We took a hot air balloon and flew over the savannah plains looking for wildlife.  We saw so many elephants, lions and giraffes.  My children enjoyed the time we spent in the tribal villages.  We visited a traditional Masai village and were able to get involved with the traditional festivals and ceremonies.  The Masai guides were excellent and their English was great.  It really was a fantastic holiday.  








