Conflict in National Parks.

There are many different users of National Parks.  Some live and work there, whilst others are visitors.

All of the users have different priorities and this often causes conflict.  

Conflict between:

1. Old lady and rambler (brings congestion to the village)

2. Old lady and builder (ruining the natural beauty of the area)

3. Old lady and gift shop (attracting tourists and not serving local needs)

4. Young couple and rambler (buying houses so locals cannot afford to)

5. Young couple and builder (building developments for tourists)
6. Young couple and gift shop (attracting tourists and not serving local needs)

7. National Park and rambler (exploiting the natural beauty of the area)

8. National Park and builder (building work and roads are ruining the natural environment)

9. National Park and gift shop owner (attracting more tourists and not serving the local people)

The old lady
(Pink hat and red handbag)

I am an old lady.  I am 75 years old and I have lived in a small village in the Lake District all of my life.  I was born in the hospital down the road and my children went to the local school.

I wish that I could go out of my house and visit the local shop without having to push through crowds of tourists.  I find it difficult to cross the road sometimes because of all the tourists in their cars.  I stay in my house a lot.

The young couple

(Nike cap and denim bag)

We are childhood sweethearts and we are 21 years old.  We were born in the village and we have been a couple since we were 14.  We want to get married next year and settle down in the Lake District.

We cannot afford to buy a house because rich people from the cities have bought holiday homes here.  Now the houses are too expensive for local people like us to buy.  If we want to buy our own house we will have to move to a town 40 miles away.

The National Park manager

(map and flat cap)

I have worked for the Lake District National Park for 30 years.  I have dedicated my whole working life to making sure that the natural beauty of the area is not ruined by the tourist industry.

I think that the most important thing is making sure that the area is looked after.  I think that the tourism industry should be stopped from taking over the area.  There are so many tourists here now that you see more cars than ever before.  I want to bring peace and quiet back to the Lake District.

The Rambler

(Walking hat and compass)

I live in Manchester.  I love to go on long walks in the Lake District along the paths and up the hills.  I drive here every weekend in my jeep and park in a small village.  

I think that the National Park needs to take better care of the paths, some of them are muddy and badly looked after.  I want to walk on good quality paths.  I think that ramblers should be able to visit where ever they want to.  I think that the residents in the Lake District want to keep it all to themselves and just like a good moan.

Shop owner

(Can I help you? Badge)

I own a big gift shop in a village in the Lake District.  I sell maps, gifts and souvenirs to tourists who visit the area.  I make a lot of money, especially at the weekend.  Most of my customers are visitors.  Local people do not buy things from my shop. 

I think that tourists should be able to visit the Lake District as often as they like.  I think that the government should build new roads to allow more visitors to come into the area.  I would go bankrupt if tourists stopped visiting the area.

Builder

(Hard hat)

I am a building manager.  My company builds new hotels, shops and developments.  My company makes a lot of money from the tourism industry in the Lake District.  Sometimes my company helps to build roads.  I employ 60 people in the area.

My company has 30 vans and trucks that are constantly driving around the Lake District.  I’m not worried about the pollution. Sometimes I have to build new buildings in scenic areas.  I think that the National Park should let my company build wherever it likes.  What harm can it do?  It’s only a few bits of grass.  I think that the National Park should butt out and let me do my job.

