A COMPARISON OF TWO UK FARMS

	
	N. IRELAND (DAIRY)


	CAMBRIDGESHIRE (ARABLE)

	Weather


	Cool & Wet – good for growing grass
	Warm, Dry & Sunny – good for ripening the crops

	Relief


	Hilly with steep slopes – difficult to use machinery
	Flat – easy to use machinery

	Soils


	Poor, thin infertile upland soils & boggy poorly drained lowland soils
	Well drained, rich & fertile soils

	Crops


	Barley – fodder
	60% wheat, 20% barley & 20% oil seed rape

	Animals


	70 dairy cattle
	None

	Labour



	Family only (farmer, wife & children)
	3 staff – this is greatly reduced from the 30+ employed 50 years ago

	Machinery


	1 Tractor & a mechanised milking parlour
	A wide range (tractors, combined harvesters, sprayers etc.)

	Ownership


	Family
	Owned by a London finance company & managed. An Agribusiness

	Farming Techniques


	Milking twice a day
	4-year rotation, Monocultures, buy seeds, chemicals in bulk, benefits from economies of scale. Carried out straw burning, this is now illegal.

	Size


	Small less than 100 ha
	400 ha

	Fields


	Small with hedges & stone walls
	Very large (only 13), due to hedgerow removal. Easy to use machinery efficiently.

	Scientific & Technological Help
	None
	Use of chemicals (fertilizer, pesticides, fungicides, herbicides & insecticides). Help & advice from soil scientists. Computerised

	Markets & Government


	Sell all milk to The Milk Marketing Board for N. Ireland (now Milk Marque). Declining demand due to dietary changes. Quotas introduced in 1986
	All crops sold, rape used for margarines. Overproduction due to efficient use of machines & chemicals. Set aside has now been introduced (1992)

	Changes
	Quotas have reduced herd size. Still a very traditional farm largely unchanged.


	Used to be a mixed farm with pigs, chickens & sheep. Grew a very wide range of crops including kale, mangles & turnips. Employed 30+ local labourers & used horses. Labour housed in farm cottages. Now a specialist arable farm employing 3 labourers. Farm cottages now occupied by commuters as the labourers have moved away. Hedgerows have gone.


