Changes in Retailing: Merry Hill Centre and Dudley
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Many retailing activities have moved to out-of-town locations because of changes in customer demand.  Whereas in the past people use to walk to the shops, customers now drive and are consequently needing somewhere that they can easily park their car.  Such changes however are affecting traditional shopping centres.  One example of where retailing has changed has been the creation of the Merry Hill Centre in Dudley, in the West Midlands, one of the biggest shopping centres in the UK.  Using the video and your own experiences you will find out:
- Why the centre has located where it has.

- What are the advantages of the centre.

- How it has affected Dudley.

	1) Why did Merry Hill choose to locate on that site?  Consider the following: Transport, Bid Rent Theory, surrounding settlements.


	2) What advantages does it offer to customers? Consider parking, congestion, services, opening hours, accessibility, environment


	3) What advantages does it offer to its businesses? Consider market, space, access.


	4) What advantages does it have for workers?



	5) How has it affected Dudley? 

· SHOPS: 

· JOBS:

· CUSTOMERS:



	6) What is your personal viewpoint on this issue in geography? Should we have more shopping centres or put more money into CBDs and traditional shopping centres?




