Why does Sumitra have to keep moving home?

	Half of Bangladesh is 6 metres below sea level.
	The Ganges is a sacred river.

	Hospitals were full.
	Urgent supplies were requested two weeks later.

	Ice and snow melting in the Himalayas runs off into the Brahmaputra and Ganges.
	The two rivers have a high sediment load.

	25 million people were homeless.
	The electricity supply was down for several weeks.

	Bangladesh is used to being flooded so it does not bother to prepare.
	1000 people died.

	The heavy rainfall occurs when the weather is at its hottest.
	Rainfall is concentrated into 4 to 5 months.

	Bangladesh is becoming more urbanised.
	Money was donated by MEDCs for foodstuffs, sanitation and medicine.

	68% of the country flooded.
	Flooding of the land is considered ecological.

	Bangladesh has monsoons.
	Rainfall is between 1800-2600mm p.a.

	Crops were destroyed.
	Deforestation of trees leaves riverbanks bare and vulnerable to erosion.

	Humans are mismanaging the land in the drainage basin and the river cannot cope.
	Bangladesh would rather spend money on the other financial needs of the country rather than flood control.

	In country’s infrastructure was damaged (roads, bridges and Dhaka airport was under 2 metres of water).
	7 million homes were destroyed.

	Tropical storms and high tides stops the flood water from flowing into the Bay of Bengal.
	Diseases (cholera) and other illnesses (diarrhoea & dysentery) were rife.


