Bangladesh Ganges – Problem cards

	3) River embankments are low so when the river swells during monsoon periods it spills over onto the flood plain very quickly.

	8) Most of the people in charge of flood protection are outsiders.  They do not have families living in the hazardous areas.

	4) Approx 80% of the area of Bangladesh lies on the flood plain.

	10) People cook, wash their clothes, bathe and clean their toilets out in the river

	1) People cremate bodies as part of religious ceremony.  The bodies are then put in the river partially burnt.  This causes pollution in the river.

	6) Cylones create a storm surge from the bay of Bengal up and across the low lying densely populated coastal area.

	12) After the floods many people are left with no homes, no farms e.t.c. so many people become malnourished and starve.

	9) Farmers rely on the flooding of the river to replenish the nutrients in the soil.

	2) People are given little warning to flooding and therefore they are unable to evacuate their homes during times of potential danger.

	7) Sewage systems are old.  When the river floods it mixes with the sewage. 

	5) 70% of Bangladesh’s land area is less than 1m above sea level.


