	A daily average of some 25 litres (6.7 gallons) of water per 1 square metre has rained down on La Paz, the worst affected area. This is the worst storm for 50 years.
	The Civil Defence has already asked international organisations like the Red Cross and World Health Organisation for help

	At least nine people have died in Bolivia in a flooded gold mine. The workers were trapped underground when water from a nearby river swept through the chambers of the mine. 
	La Paz´s main street, El Prado, was transformed into a fast-moving river, dragging people and vehicles along with it 



	Immediately after, 150 people were receiving treatment in city hospitals, many for serious fractures after they were smashed into cars, trees and lamp-posts by the water.
	Estaban Ramos, owner of a small photocopying shop in the main street saw his business destroyed in a matter of seconds as the fast-moving water rose above the level of ground-floor doors. 

	Herman Marquez, owner of a restaurant, saw two women killed as they jumped from a first-floor window trying to escape a collapsing building only to be swept away by the deadly waters. 
	It is estimated that 13,500 families have been affected by 2 weeks of heavy rain. Many homes have no power and hundreds of homes have been destroyed.

	President Hugo Banzer is committed to the total elimination of coca by 2003 and this will mean more aid from richer countries like USA


	The Bolivian Red Cross has rescued stranded flood victims and provided first aid to those who are injured. They have also erected tents, set up a food kitchen and is providing water pumps to help those with flooded homes. 

	Half of Bolivia has been declared a national disaster area.
	Mayor Juan del Granado estimated the storm has caused $60 million in damages

	Bolivia is one of the world’s largest producer of coca, the raw material for cocaine. This is often the only source of income for the poorest farmers.
	The majority of Bolivians are low income, subsistence farmers, miners or small traders

	In the 1980s economic recession meant the demand for tin dropped and 21,000 jobs were lost as a result.
	Bolivia has some of the highest child mortality deaths in the world – 84 out of 1000 children die before the age of 5.

	Bolivia is landlocked and very isolated


	Bolivia is the world’s largest producer of tin.

	The literacy rate in Bolivia is 83.1%, in the UK it is 99.8%


	Bolivia’s GDP is $763 per person, per year

The UK’s GDP is $17,329 per person, per year


