‘Describing’ Questions
This is an example of a typical exam question:

‘Describe the changes which occur in the death rate as the country moves through the different stages.  Use data in your answer.’

Here is a typical answer from a mock exam:

‘As time goes by the death rate is decreasing.  In stage 1 the death rate is high due to poor standard of living and as the death rate decreases so does the birth rate.’

This answer scored 1 out of 3.
Where does the answer go wrong?

· It gives reasons for the changing death rate.  The question asks for a description.
· It mentions the relationship between the birth and death rate.

· It does not include any data.  The question asks for this.

· It says that the death rate is high in stage one, this is not a change.  The question asks for the changes.

Here is an example of an answer which scored 3 out of 3:

‘In stage 1 the death rate is fluctuating around 40 deaths per 100.  In stage 2 it drops rapidly and then in stage 3 it continues to drop but more gradually.  By stage 4 there are slight fluctuations around 10 deaths per 1000.’

Using the example above complete the same question for birth rate:
In stage 1 birth rate is………………………  In stage 2 it……………………..  The birth rate…………………………………… in stage 3 and ………………………… in stage 4.
