Tanzania – Trick or Treat?

· Tanzanian economy based on subsistence agriculture, arable & pastoral nomads, based on traditional lifestyles

· Recent improvements in health & education – Universal Primary Education

· Rural development programmes in place

Small Scale Aid (N.G.O.) – Oxfam
· Aim: to help young people develop skills for the future

· Set up group called Youth Builders

· Train 1 person building & carpentry skills, he then trains others, this is a Cascading system of training

· At first they build cheap houses

· Cost to Oxfam aid was: £6200 to buy the tools

· As the team becomes more skilled they started to build more complex buildings (mill, clinic, school) – these help the local community

· This scheme helps create local jobs & improves local community spirit

· The scheme is based on cheap local raw materials

· Run as a Co-operative so all profits reinvested/shared amongst group

· Young people as a result stay in the local community & don’t migrate to the city

· A good example of Self Reliance/Self Help Aid, based on local materials & teaching Permanent Skills

Large Scale Aid  (Bi-lateral) – Tanzania – Canada Wheat Project

· Hanang Plains. 17000ha, converted wheat production

· African bush has been converted into “Prairies” type landscape

· Canadians helped in finance, assistance, advice & equipment

· This is a High-Tech, large scale & highly mechanised project

· 80% of all wheat grown in Tanzania

· 50% of all wheat used in Tanzania, the rest is exported

· Highly mechanised – few local jobs

· Machinery has to be imported from Canada, at the start it was free, but eventually Tanzania has to pay for it. Originally paid in Tanzanian Schillings, but eventually in Canadian Dollars. eg. Tractor tyres $300 – 1000each.

Impact on the people of Tanzania of the Project

· Nomads thrown off their land

· Limited job opportunities for the Nomads –arable rather than pastoral

· Bread goes to the urban rich not the rural poor

· Wheat milled 2 days journey away

· Loaf costs 63p. Wages £10/week – most can’t afford it

Maize is the staple food for most of Africa not Wheat. Would it be more useful to support maize not wheat

Tanzania is locked into an Aid for Trade agreement. Is this the best for the country?
