A Brazillian Postcard of Contrasts.

Background.

It is all to easy to teach about poverty in a text book fashion, without encouraging the pupils to take on board the reality of the situations that are being learnt about. Even if one is fortunate to take up an opportunity to travel to certain areas of deprivation, it is still difficult to evoke the skill of empathy that is so necessary to grasp the extent of the subject of poverty. 

It is an amazing asset of Geography, that within the curriculum areas such subjects are encouraged to be learnt about. This article suggests a framework by which, using the case study of Brazil, such a topic can be effectively taught giving such issues the consideration that they deserve.

Lesson.

This lesson was taught to a year 8 group. The resources needed are simple – a small light (tourch or candle) and A5 sheet of paper per person. Possibly a glass of murky water.

The previous work was to design a brochure that would attract a tourist to visit Brazil.

Task one:

Each pupil is presented with an A5 piece of paper. 

On one side a postcard from a tourist in Brazil is constructed, highlighting the experience and features that they like about Brazil. The picture is an optional activity that may attract those of a less able ability to express their concepts of Brazil. This activity is can be set as homework as then pupils will be at the same stage in their work.

Task two:

The room being blackened and a single small light on.
The experience of Mario, a typical Favela Dweller is then read out. The dialogue is written beforehand:

For example:

This is me, Mario. I live here in the dim room with my family. The room is no bigger than the size of four of your desks, yet it is home to the seven of us. This candle that you see is out source of light. It's more reliable than the lighting that we could use from the single bulb that is drooping haphazardly from the ceiling. 

This is the water that we can use. [a glass of murky water is held up] It's multi-purposeful. We use it for everything; washing, drinking cooking. 

You are having an education. I am having to work. My family needs my income: 6p from every pair of shoes I clean on a good day. 

My friend Pablo does not even have this. He is a street child in Sao Paulo. He is not to be seen or heard. The big men don’t like to think of him and the other street children littering their streets. They are not part of the counted. They are part of the inconvenient.

The room being blacked helps to create a more attentive atmosphere. Whilst the dialogue was being read out slides may be presented helping the pupils visualise the reality of the situation. 

The activity is the summed up by the use of the other side of the postcard. They are asked to write down Mario's postcard to them. What he would say to them rather than a tourist.

The effect of this is the fact the contrasts that are all so apparent in Brazil are brought out though the simple process of role play, and the unexpected use of the other side of the postcard.
